Golden Goa
had been the founder of the first Inquisition. Before them was
borne the banner of the Holy Office whereon was embroidered a
picture of St. Dominic, holding in one hand a sword and in the
other an olive branch, to which a legend was attached,' Justitia et
Misericordia'.
The Dominicans moved off, behind them following in a long
line the penitents, each with his godfather beside him and a taper
in his hand. About a hundred had entered the procession before
the officers of the Inquisition commanded Dellon to do so. His
head was bare as were his feet. The procession was so long that he
had passed out of the square before the end of it was complete and
so was unable to tell who formed the tail.
There was a very large crowd, the inhabitants, European and
Indian, not only of Goa, but of the districts in the neighbourhood,
lining the route, business being abandoned for that day. As he
walked Dellon's bare feet were so cut by loose flints that they
were bleeding profusely by the time thB procession reached its
destination, the Church of St. Francis, actually quite close because
it was behind the Cathedral, but which was approached after
parading all round the town. The staring crowd he had found an
ordeal; unaccustomed for so long to exercise he was exhausted;
and his godfather, the Admiral, would answer no questions,
remaining cold and distant throughout the progress.
On entering the church, which was the most gorgeous in Goa—
the Italian traveller, Gernelli Careri, who visited it twenty years
later, says: *It has a roof curiously adorned with fretwork and is
like one entire mass of gold, there being so much of this metal on
its altars'—Dellon perceived that it had been made ready for the
ceremony, for the great altar was spread with black * and there
were upon it six Silver Candlesticks with so many tapers of white
Wax burning7. On each side of it was a dais, where, to the left, sat
the Grand Inquisitor and his staff, and to the right Dom Furtado
de Albuquerque, Count of Lavradio and Yiceroy of the Indies.
Dellon walked up the aisle, pews having been placed on both sides
for the members of the procession, those entering first being
placed nearest the altar.
When he had taken his allotted seat, with the Admiral beside
him, he looked round to watch the rest of the penitents march in.
Following had been "many more in sariberdtos of the kind he was
wearing, and behind them at last came the five with pointed caps,
a lofty crucifix bringing up the rear. But this was not the end, for
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